PINYIN WORKSHOP

Initials (Consonants):

Session 1: Pronunciation

Unaspirated Aspirated Nasals Fricatives Voiced
Stops Stops Continuants
Labials b p m f w
Alveolars d t n |
Dental Sibilants z c S
Retroflexes zh ch sh r
Palatals j q X y
Glottals g k h
Simple Finals (Vowels):
Front Middle Back
High i/0 u
Mid-high e/o
Mid
Mid-low
Low a
Complex Finals (Diphthongs):
-a -e -i -0 -u
a- ai ao
e- ei
i- ia ie
o- ou
u- ua uo
u- iie
Complex Finals (Triphthongs):
-ao -ou -ai -ei
i- iao i(o)u
u- uai u(e)i




A Few Rules

- There are only four possible structures:
1) V (ex: a)
2) CV (ex: na, nao)
3) VC, (ex: an)
4) CVC(c) (ex: nan, nian, niang)
- The final consonant is limited to either n or ng.
- U naturally disappears after j, q, x, and y.
U only exists in the following: na, nue, 14, lue.
i disappears when y is initial and has a complex final.
u disappears when w is initial and has a complex final.
iou and uei become iu and ui when initialized (ex: diou - diu, kuei > kui)

Practice simple finals:

1. b,p,m,f 4. j,q, X

3. g,k h 6. zh,ch, sh,r




Practice Compound Finals:

ai ei ao ou

an en ang eng ong

ia iao ie iu* ian in iang ing iong
ua uo uai ui** uan un*** uang

ue

er

* The main vowel o is omitted in iu (iu = iou)
** The main vowel e is omitted in ui
*** The main vowel e is omitted in un (un = uen).

1. ai, ei, ao, ou 4.ua, uo, uai, ui, uan, un, uang

2. an, en, ang, eng, ong

5.4, te

3. ia, iao, ie, iu, ian, in, iang, ing, iong




